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Clinical Trials and Genetic Sub-studies:  Personal Experience 
 
 

Seminar Abstract: 
 
With the mapping of the human genome, there is now widespread availability of genetic 
data on individuals.  This presents many opportunities for using the data to better 
understand the basis of disease and disorders as well has how the effectiveness of 
treatments may depend upon genes.  In recent years, I have been involved in genetic sub-
studies that build on clinical trials, one involving asthma (CAMP) and one involving 
bipolar disorder (STEP-BP).  Clinical trial populations offer ideal settings for genetic 
sub-studies: they are generally composed of large numbers of individuals with well 
characterized diseases or disorders, and a well characterized clinical picture.  This talk 
will focus on finding genes associated with these disorders, with an emphasis on methods 
for genetic association studies. 
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